TOTHE 


KINGS moſt excellent MAJESTY, 


,\TO THE 


LORDS SIxTruAL and TEMPORAL, 
AND THE & 

COMMONS of GREAT BRITAIN 

| To the RT HonoURABLE THE | 


LORDS of the ADMIRALTY, 


; AND | 
_ Commiſſioners of his MAJEST'Y's 


T heſe Conſiderations on the PLEA 
of the SHIPWRIGHTS, 


are moſt DUTIFULLY 
and | 
RESPECTFULLY 
, ADDRESSED, 


1 
* 


. —4 1 „„ . 


To the RE A D E R. 
H E Author of the following 


ſubject has been already attempted 


by a Sa1ewRIGHT, in a Pamphlet in- 
titled ImrorTanT HinTs &c. printed 


in 1767; but he prefumes to think 
that pamphlet to be very little to the 
purpoſe; deſcending to min ute par- 
ticulars which rather perplex his cauſe, 
and his reader, than offer any thing 
that is ſatisfactory: And in the main 
however well intended, appears rather 
a Libel on the Royal Dock- yards, 


than any way to the advantage of 


| thoſe he profeſles to defend. 
But the Author of the PLEA now 


before you preſents his unprejudiced 


Reader with plain matters of Fact, 


avoiding all curious and uncertain 
calculations, he contents himſelf with 
ſhewing that the SuiewrIGHTsS are 
in great neceſſity; he offers plain and 
he hopes convincing reaſons why 
they ought to be heard, and redreſſed: 


gives ſuch anſwers to objections as to 
him 


Plea, is not ignorant that this 


— — C 
0 l 
= — by 


: © m 
= 1 
—— — 
R = — W 2 SAM. 5 vets 
V 1 2 b 2 = 2 
— 2 = 


= 


i ' Aim ſeem very ſuthcient ;-and points 
-- _ Aauta. method to effect . Re 
Which will be to the Honor and cer. 

& tain advantage « of the Nation. > 


Oo 
* 


N True it is, this is a Theme which x 
| Aries greater abilities than the Au- 
thor can pretend to, but ſuch, as he 
poſſeſſes he freely offers to the Public, 
deeſiring no other emolument than to 

1 * uſeful ; in an . 0 iotereſting 
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PLEAmFAYOUR 


SHIPWRIGHTS, Ge. 


c A Mito ef eee 
moſt uſeful body of Men; who have 


| E tain Adee as unregſonable as they 


are gtoundlefs, have been treated with Contempt 
and groſſſy injured by the tongue of flander. 


7 . wi 4 not only been neglected, but from ce 
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That e are araong them ſuch as deſerve all the | 


obloquy that is caſt on the SHIPWRIGHTS | in 
ral, it would be ridiculots do deny; but that ts 
whole, or even the twentieth part of them are 
thus criminal, will never be proved: And what bo- 
dy of Men; even the moſt reverend and reſpecta- 
ble in theſe Kingdoms, would chuſe to be treated 
according to ſuch a ſevere LAw, as to ſuffer all the 
calumny in their united charakter, that might with 
juſtice be imputed to only a few Individuals? Te 
maxims and perſons chat would infli & ſuch punith- 
ments would be very unreaſonable, and the Com- 
a that would ſubmit to be tryed by them, muſt 5 
ä a very little acquainted with human Nature. 8 
From this conſideration, and a tolerable aequain- 24. 


ghana: with the Subject, it is with pleaſure I ſtand 


' forth in behalf of my clients, and addreſs the ſen- 


ſible part of this maritime Nation; who cannot have 


a more important cauſe come before them, than th 
marine branch of their defence; and of that branch, 
(lam bold to afert) not a more reſpectable part 


Tia the whole 8 SHIPWRIGHTS; whets im. 
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genious minds * hands, have, in the late and pre- 
ſent Reigus, Nur a we Ocean with as noble 2 


as beadtiful a as imagination can paint; and 


at the ſame time, 3 formidable, that the in- 
trepid Souls of Engliſhmen could deſire. 


Having thus beſpoke the attention of my en, 


I ſhall proceed to give a brief Narrative of the $11 p- 
"WRIGHTS proceedings in order to obtain an additi- 
on to their pay. 


1 On the contuſion of the late War, the Suir⸗ 


KAiehTs pay being reduced, as uſual (by ceaſing 
to work extra,) from twenty ſhillings to their bare 
| pay of twelve ſhillin 75 and fix-pence per week; 
lves embarraſſed in their cir» 
4 cumſtances. The War having been very expenſive, 


| they ſoon found then 


| and a_variety of Taxes impoſed, of courſe, raiſed 
the price of every peceflary of Life; which, tho' the 
| SH1PwRIGHTs felt in the — their pay being 
| * they were no ſufferers by it: But their 


n g reduced, and Proviſions continuing at 


e high price as before, thoſe that had fami- 
Ties aw, with terror, Poverty, like an armed Man, 
making baſty Arides towards them; nor could all 


f their CECONOM 71 — or argc prevent their feel- 
fu 


Ing his dread This put them on the at- 
tempt to petition 3 ang Navy- board for re- 
dreſs, which was accordingly done, by. Perſons ſent 
from the four-eaſtern Yards, in March. 2765. But 
by the miſmanagement of thataffair,very little redreſs 
was obtained. Indeed, their payments fince have 
been more regular, and they. were ordered to work 
one Tide a day extra in the Summer Seaſon, which 
made an addition to their pay of ſeven-pence halſ- 


EA. per Day. This was ſome relief to them; 


i has been curtail' d, from, Year to Vear, ſo 
* they have * but bur nee 
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Ren” (3) | 
the laſt two Years, and in one Year not tio Months; 
which is ſuppoſed to be owing to the parfimony of 
our Parliament, who fo ſtraiten the naval Officers | 
by their grants, that they cannot aſſiſt the poor 
workmen as they otherwite would, «+ 
This: relief being fo precarious, and the valbe 
of money ſtill decreafing, in reſpect to provifions; 
00 diftreiſed the SHiywrrGnts of Plymouth” yard 
(the place were proviſions had been moſt teaſon- + 
able) that even they, in June laſt, ſent circular 
letters to all his Maieſtys Doeks- Yards, exhorting 
them to unite in order to Petition their Royal Mat- 
ter &, for an inereaſe of pay. Fheſe letters were 
received by the ſeveral Yards, committees of the 
SHIPWRIGHTS were appointed, and two depu- 
ties were Choſen and ſent to London from each 
Yard; who met on the 16th of July laſt, and wait- 
ing on Mr. Cockburne the late Comptroller, of the 
Navy, he adviſed them not to carry their Petition 
to his Majeſty, but to reſt their cafe with the Ad- 
miralty and Navy boards; and gave them good 
encouragement to expect ſucceſs; Accordingly they 
did not wait on his Majeſty, but"petitioned ths 
honourable Admiralty and Navy boards on Frid ay 
the 20th of july: But the ſudden deatwrof Mr. 
Cockburne, and the dreadful Fire in Portfimourh 
yard, they fear will have a malignant effect on 
their affairs. Fhey have ſince waited on bag 
Palliſer Eſq; the new Comprroller, who promii « 
them all the aſſiſtance in his power: oO 
This is a conciſe narrative of the proceedings of - 
the ShrewRIGHTs fince the concluſion of the late 
war; which Have been carryed on by tlem' with fuch 
temper, and ſubmi ſſion to their ſupetiors; as does 
bonour to their underſtanding. I propoſe now ta 
gire a true copy of their petition to the * 
| 42946 
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| ” "AY Wee * intend to plead i in ads FS | 
vour from the ſeveral articles in their petition; and 
then anſwer ſorns objections that 2-63 be made 


againk i. it. 


To s Hoiiourdble the Principle 


Orxricers and CoOMISSIONERS 


of his MAJESTY's J Ny: 


h Honourable Gentlemen. 8 id 


The Petition of fe nnn in 


general, by Deputies from ae" per gel $ 
- ſeveral Dock Yards, 4 


| aer suxwzrn, | | 


That your petitioners, 


. preſſed by the neceſſities that they and their fami- 
; lies have long laboured under, ariſing from the low- 


neſs of their wages, when compared with the exhor- 


| +bitant price of every neceſſary of Life, are obliged 


to trouble your honours with their preſent diftreties, 


and moſt duty ful requeſis. 


To whom can your petitioners, in their diftreſs, 
turn themſelves with greater propriety and hope of 


relief, than to your honours? whoſe ſuperior Station 


at the head of their affairs, and intimate acquaint- 


- ance with his Majeſty's Dock-yards, ſo well enables 
vou to compaſſſonate them, and obtain a redreſs 


for them by an addition to their pay. 
Your petitioners further preſume to 'remark to 


your honours, with all ſubmiſſion, that their buſineſs 


s within ſome ſew years been fo greatly improv- 
i Tet" o e fu ſome TE; an object of Na- 
* = © tional 


* * 


1831 
tional concem; which, with the dangers neceflatily 
attending it, they humbly. beg permiſſion to la 
before your honourable. board.” ea. 
- Your petitioners would not be unmindful, before 
your honours, of the indulgence that has been annu- 
ally ſhewn them, and which they at preſent enjoy; 
by working extra in the ſummer Seaton ; but take 
this opportunity to expreſs their gratitude for ſuch 
favours : But as this proviſion is o limited and pre- 
carious, although they and their families thankfully 
receive it, yet they humbly, hope that it is but an 
earneſt of ſome more permanent good towards them, 
that is ſtill refiding in your honours bteaſis. 
Yout petitioners need not inform your honouts of 
the prodigious advance in the price af all ptoviſion 
and neceflaries, fince their Wages were laſt ſettled, 
which they ſind to be above a century ago; and 
conſequently how inadequate their Wages. are to 
Purchaſe barely the neceſſaries of life: This, has 
obliged. all Artificers in private ſervices to advance 
the value of their labour, ſo that the loweſt Wages 
in private Dock-yards are above one third more 
than your petitioners receive in his Majeſty's Dotk= 
yards. And their Officers will atteſt that they have, 
on all occaſions, exerted themielves as his Majeſty's 
faithful Servants, and loyal Subjects. 
I Your petitioners are about to petition, in the ſame b 
manner the honourable Admiralty board; and they : 
carneſtly beſeech your honours not to look upon 
| this as the voice of licentious Sedition, but of ab- ih 
ſolute, yet humble neceſſity: And they beg the * 2 
honourable board to make uſe of their high Stati- '1 
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2 great Abilities, and extenſive Influence in their 
vour. 


i 
' * Your petitioners do net preſume to di date to your - |} 
Eondurs the mettod of granting their _— 99 
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tey humbly peed their * neceſfities Yelord 
you, - and: dutifully wait on your Honours: "vikdong F 
and goodacts for a fuitable redrefs, 24 


i 


And your peter, i diy ee ** 
. an,, ; | 


WM | . | 
38 The proceding munen : 
EE. 1 three grand reaſons in the SHIPWRIGHTS 
 , — favour, iz. the increaſe in the price of all the ne- 
6 geſſaries of life, The great improvements made in 
| their buſineſs, And the advanced! wages given 989 


the meageſt workmen in private yards. This ig 
the 4am of their petition; the propriety and ener -· 
of theſe reaſons I ſhall next attempt to ſhew,” 
| That the price of proviſions have greatly en- 
ereaſed. within this twenty years, rſon in his 
| ſenſes will deny; and increaſed; as — houſe-keep- 
"oh | ers find, inan alarming manner: For it ig truly 
1 alarmigg to a Man - whoſe -wgekly pay does nor 
1 ., exceed twelve ſhillings and faxpence,” to ſind that 
2: | this poor pittanee has loſt one third of its value with- + 


ia a few years, His family encreafing ; his expences 
| contequently enlarging ; at the ſame time his ſtipend. 
* decteaſing in value, and he ſo circumftagced as not 
. N in be able to add any Thing: to his income; is there 
 an-carthly. evil that can more diftreſs a thinking ; 
mind than this? A Man's Wife and Children, in 
this reſpect, are dearer to him than his own life; | 
therefore, when they are deprived of common ne- 
geſſaries, it as up Tv foul, and fills him vith the 
| ſt anguiſh. 
| This is i sten ef Gd ab hays Anis! 
| 1 ; While the young Men finding their wages but juſt 


— 


- ſufficient to procure common neceſſaries, dare not, 
ſbink oſ marrying;ʒ ſor they daily ſee what mr 


THE 


thoſe that matry are Andgling with Thus avs to 
| great evils introduced among them, and by which a 
Nation may be ruined, viz. A decteaſe among the in- 
| habitants, and an increaſe of common proſtitutesr 
For, young Men dreading e (which ſhould 


; 


| almoſt uſeleſs to ſociety; their try has but. 


| always be incouraged) continue ſingle ; and thus are 3, 


| bately their labour; t ney: pay no taxes or rates; 


a oaks little conſumption; and, dying, leave no dhe: 
apparently, to fill their bac, but remain blanks . 
in ſociety ever ate. 

But the decreaſe of population is nofthe ay evil eon . 
| 4 on diſcouraging matrimony"; for young Met 
feeling the cummon propenfities of human nature; 
they or neceſſity muſt fupport a couſtant, fierce; and 
unnatural conflict with theinſelves; or plungs into 
 Jcentiouſneſs,: by flying to the polluted Wen of a 

proftitute, or falling into the deeper gullt of _ | 
| 
Thus a Nation a not only weakned by de 
| lation, which is truly alarming; but alſo loaded with 
TY which is yet mote dreadful. * ” 
It lies therefore on their ſupetiors, in their ſeveral 
ttments, to remove thoſe evils, as they tender 
the welfare of their country, and their own poſterity: 
An inoreaſe of pay to dhe Siri PWRIGHTS 
— ſuch a numerous body, is therefore a nece 
| + eſpecially as. 20 e 26" aka 
N or Mes, . as can be found itt 
thoſe Klog loms,; and confequently, if pa erh en- 
coumged, would preſent their country with a gteat 
number of robuſt and uſeful ſubjects. | | 
Letany reaſonable perſen compate 128, 64 with 
the various calls of a family, and he muſt allow, that 2 
Man that brings up his family with it, in a place 
Where there is no opportunity of making his little 


| nave; "ml, wich his wow croonomy, be men 


ſtraiined 


8 
—— 


[84]; 
raitned: He muſt deny kimfelE. many: neceſſaries; 5 
muſt liye fo low as not to be able to go thro his 
Hbour with proper ſpirit. It is true the Sy1ewRIGHTS | 
"wages wers ſettled by Parliament, and it is as true 
b that when they were ſettled, they were a comfort- 
_ able maintenance for a family; and: even within our 
| memories it was far from contemptible. But now it is 
eatly diminiſhed in value, and not worth half what | 
| was originally. - | 
1 SHIPWRIGHTS of Dat tated af be- 
ing able to appear with that decent pride, and pe- 
' Eultar” alertneſs, which diſtinguiſhed. them in their 
; Þgtter Days; , obliged to wear the mean garb of 
cus ty, and carry in their countenances the intrench- 
| ed marks of inward depreſſion: inſtead of engaging 
| n their laborious employ with their uſual alacrity, 
' and exerciſing the various poſtures. and flexions of 
their bodies with their former eaſy addreſs ;' now 
Bey aze obliged, for want of due. nouriſhment, to 
wt under their labour, and paralitically tremble 
Pp - the exertions of their ſtrength : Their cry there- 
; fore for an encreaſe of pay, is the voice of reaſon 
and neceffity, and ir peculiarly concerns their coun- - 
/ try to 2 them. 

Another, and very important, reaſon. 8 in 
che SH1PWRIGHTS petition for an encreaſe of pay 
te the improvements made in their buſineſs ; and 
his is fo material a point, that (as they hint) it calls 

y for national regard; for it may with truth 
* N that the improvements made in their 
| buſinefs, with reſpect to Theory, Practice and Con- 
* verſſon, has adyanced in gain to this Nation equal 
8 leaſt to the loſs the SHITwWRICHTs have fuſ- 
| tained in the diminiſhed value of their pay; ſo that 
＋ there is a balance in favour of government, agaĩnſt theſe 
their . 48 equal to their full” pay: = 
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(9), 
' had the price of proviſions remained the ſame. 28 
' when their wages were ſettled. The Sk1PWRIGHTS 
are juſtly intitled to an advance in their wages, as 
à premium for their Genius in making ſuch uſeful 
improvements. This may ſeem exaggeration ta fome 
| perſons, but muſt be ſo, only to thoſe that are quite 
gnorant of theſe naval affairs; or, who are ſtrongly 
prejudiced againſt the SK1pwRIGHTS.: For the 
improvements I ſpeak of, are beheld with. admira- 
ti n by the old workmen in his Majeſty's Yards; 
and it is well known that a caſe muſt be very evi- 
dent that induces old Men to ſpeak in favour of new 
methods: But this is ſo manifeſt that none will dare 
to contradict it. ER BY 8 | 
The Sni wRIOHT's Art is how admirably per- 
fe, althv' in its nature it is moſt complex and in- 
tricate, yet Men haye ariſen among them of ſuch 
deep penetration, and indefatigable induſtry, as to 
| inveſtigate it to the niceſt preciſion; ſo that they 
may ſay, there is not much left for their ſucceflors 
to find out. This has. not been done by great 5 
athematicians communicating certain data to the 
SH1PWEIGHTS, and thus robbing them of the merit 
of the diſcovery; it has been accompliſhed by 
themſelves; Men who ſerved their apprenticeſhip in 
the yards, by indefatigable application to ſtudy, 
aſſiſted by daily experience, have nobly ſurmounted 
the prejudices of ancient and eſtabliſhed errors; inſtead 
of mere ſpeculative, theoretical propoſitions, they 
have founded this ingenious and . uſeful Art upon 
the indiſſ 0 principles of Mathematic truth, 
and confirmed them by practice; from which 
improvements the private yards have derived the 
greateſt advantage. And indeed, to ſee the various 
and multiform pieces of timber that campoſe a 
Ship's frame, taken 2 ſcattered * 


4101 


{ the dock-yard, and placed in their proper order, 
10 as to throw on the fight, the form of a 100 gun 
Ship &c. and with ſuch exactneſs as not to require 

one quarter of an inch to be taken off with the adze; 

this to a mind capable of reflection is at once an 
argument for the IMMORTAL REASOx of Man, 
and a ſtrong plea fot the encouragement of thoſe in- 
genious Attitts. 3 „ 

A few years ago theſe things were in embryo 5 

à general uncertainty prevailed among the Artiſts, 

Which had a bad influence on every other branch 

| of the buſineſs, and eſpecially on convertion 

| (which is uſing a piece of timber to the beſt advan- 
| lage.) While the Artiſt was in doubt, it is reaſon- 
able to imagine that. he, would chuſe to err on the 

\ moſt certain {ide, conſequently, would provide his 

timber large enough for an allowance; and when on 

the ſaw pit, he would mould his frame with too 
large a ſcantling, left when put together, his work 
ſhould not anſwer his intention, and thereby ſpoil 
| the whole: Thus larger trees were uſed than was 
neceſſary, which increaſed the expence, and when 
converted on the pit; being moulded too large, 
| ſpoiled the offal or waſte timber, which was a great 

' boſs; and when it was faftned in the frame, iirequir- 

| ed great labour and time to reduce it to its deſired 
orm arid dimenſions; which was another diſadvan- 
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tage to the ſervice. But now, this part of the buſi- 
"neſs, by the ingenuity of the SHrrwRIGHTS them- 
elves; is abſolutely ſettled, and accurately deter- 
mined : all the old doubts are deſtroyed, and for- 
mer perplexities unravelled: fo that the excellent 
Artiſt of the preſent Day, chuſes his timber with a 
certain œconomy, and ſaws and prepares it with the 
"utmoſt preciſion ; which is a ode ſaving to the 
government; both in the immediate price of _ 


[11 ] | _ 
_ and alſo in its converſion by the fawyers; where the | 
dimentions of the principal piece being exactly 
moulded, the offal or wafte wood is converted in- 
ſtantly for inferior uſes: and when the principal 
pieces are faſtened in the Ship's frame, no labour 
or time 1s expended to reduce them to their proper 
ſcantling, when compared to the antient practice; 
but all is admirably true and compleat. And yet 
thoſe Artiſts, who, with inceſſant ſtudy and pains, 
carry on ſingly the work of two or more new Ships in 
the dock-yards; have no more than the ſeanty pit- 
tance of two ſhillings and ſix pence per Day, and a 
ſervant, which 1 about a thilling more. This is a 
reproach to our government, as they are as uſeful a 
ſet of Men as any in the Kingdom; and if they 
leave the ſervice, and go abroad (as too many have 
done) are capable of doing us very eſſential miſchief. 
But the improvements among the SH1rWRIGHTS 
are not confined to mere Theory, altho* that is of 
great moment, and makes a large ſaving to the 
government in a very material article viz. Oak - 0 
Timber; which, it is to be feared, will be more 
precious than time or money in a few years: -But 
their genius for improvements has extended itſelf to 
the practical part alſo. Here the old workmen won- 
der again, to behold with what readineſs and eaſe 
the moſt difficult part of workmanſhip is now done 
by the general part of the SH1PwRIGHTS. 
I) he ſecrets of this kind that formerly lay locked 
up in a few ingenious breaſts, are now thared in 
common; and the moſt difficult parts of workman- - 
ſhip, are performed with amazing exactneſs. All 
this is brought about by their n fagacity, and is 
a great ſaving of time and timber, for which they 
never had the ſmalleſt advantage. Thoſe who know 
any thing of a Ship, muſt believe that they are 
ts formed 
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by almoſt an infinite variety of curved piecey 
of timber, which not only are diiſimilar from each 
| other in their plane, or ſuperficial relation of length 
and breadth; But alſo in their depth or ſolid relati- 


| on, they are equally as unlike each other; winding 


- } or twiſting into a thouſand different angles, or bevel- 
{ ings (as the SHIPWRIGHTS term them.) Theſe 
angles or bevelings in new Ships are given to the 
workmen by the Artiſt; but in repairing of Ships, * 
! workman is obliged to me them out, and apply 
{ them himſelf: Pp _eg in porpl ex the SHIPWRIGHTS 
| exceedingly in former Days; and ſome parts of the 
_ | work was not executed, but . great waſte of tim 
| E. and loſs of time, and is ſtill ye1 abe to many: 
| in general, theſe lively and ingenious workmen 
| ſeoming the trammels of their predeceſſors, have 
ruck into new methods, which at the ſame time 
38 are very curious, are alſo ve table 
| * thentſelves. None can = vow the 
2 of theſe. diſcoveries, but a reward for them 
| they never had, nor can have until they, obtain 
an addition to their pay. 
Thus have I ſhewn the nnen made b 
the SH1PpWRIGHTS in the Theory, Converſion ph 
Practice of their buũneſt; but in a very brief manner; 
for it is impoſſible in the limits in which I have 
| confined 6. wat, to enumerate all the advan- 
that the ſervice receives from this article; 
225 ich one would think is a ſufficient reaſon for an 
increale of t ęir pay, even if Proviſions and ar ag 
were, ag. when their wages were laſt ſettled; but 
much more now, when theſe ingenious ſchemers are 
depreficd 1 — iron hand of poverty, the value 
ol money ſo much decreaſed and the price 
every Airs, in life ſo exhorbitant, This conſi- 
3 e e fur the e of met 
— | | men 
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ment to relieve them, and in fo doing, I hope it 
plainly appears, that they will do no more for them 
than they ha ve juſtly merited at their royal maſter's 

d. e K. Pu ae 1. 4. 
The third, and laſt, argument made uſe of by the 
SHIPWRIGHTS in their petition for an advance of 
wages is, the increaſe of pay in every branch of 
private ſeryice, and eſpecially in private yards, 

1 his is fo notorious a fact that it cannot be denied. 
'The common pay for a bare Day's work in private 
| 8 has been 3s, 6d. for many years, beſides 
1 allowance of their chips; which pay is above 
two thirds more than the SHIPWRIGHTS receive in 
his Majeſty's Dock-yards, and ſtay fix. or nine 
Months before they are paid, which greatly re- 
duces their little wages. „ 
What poſſible reaſon can he given for this great 
diſparity againſt his Majeſty's ſervants? but, that the 
-SHIPWRIGHTS in private yards, finding themſelveg 
pinched by the dearnefs of provifions, inſiſted on 
an adyance in their pay; and as it was a reaſonable 
demand, the Maſters have complied; while thoſe 
that belonged to the royal yards have been to much 
"oppreſſed, or not properly attended to . _w 
But this is comparing things with the leaſt ad- 
vantage tomy clients, for altho the common Day pay 
in mY Fog is but 38, 6d. yet the workmen in 
thyſe yards generally work taſk or piece work, 
when they often double their Day pay, and hurt 
not themſelves with their labour: whereas the dock-= 
. SHIPWRIGHT has nv. poſſible means to en- 
a 


nce his pay, if he is ever ſo willing: but, be he 
| wg workman, he is bound down b 
the inflexible. band of neceſſity; and all he can c 
is, as he knows his wages, to take care that his ex- 
peace far food and raiment, do not excecd his 4 


| 1 
#nd this too is taſk enough. All Tradefmen feel 
the neceſlity of the Times, and have accordingly 
raiſed their- wages. Where is there a Tradeſman, 
out of the King's yards, whoſe pay is not much 
better than a SHIEWRIGHT's in the yard? A Taye 
Jor on his ſhop-board, without any hazard of health 
or limbs, without any wear of clothes or tools, without 
exhauſting his ſtrength or ſpirits will have 18s, or 
20s. per Week; when a SyiewRIGHT, ſerving 
the beſt of Maſters, and whoſe limbs and health 
' are in continual danger, whoſe clothes and tools are 
very expenfive; and whoſe employ calls for all his 
ſtrength, and continually waſtes his ſpirits; is con- 
fined to the low pay of 12s, 6d. per Week, and 
that reduced nearly one twelfth part before he can 
get it. cas bag alſo is a very conclufive reaſon 
| Tor the 1 late advance of the SHIPWRIGHT'S 
wages. Thus have I ſet forth the reaſons why the 
SHIPWRIGHTS in his Majeſty's dock-yards ought / 
to have an increaſe of pay; next, as 4 promiſed, . 
Intend to examine the objections that have been, or 
_ be MR 
. he and principal objetion againſt making 
an addition to the SHIPWRIGHTS pay, is, that 
* other Artificers in the dock-yards have the 
* ſame right and neceſſity, and that the Army and 
% Navy in general would alſo demand ſome advance 
% of pay.” But in anſwer to this, let it be obſerved 
that altho” it is allowed that other Artificers in his 
Majeſty's yards have the fame Nzcess1TyY for an 
advance of wages, as the SHIPWRIGHTS; which 
ought to be attended to by their ſuperiors; yet it 
muſt be admitted, from the foregoing reaſons, that 
no other branch can claim the ſame R1icnrT as the 
SrrywRIGNTS, It is very far from my deſign in 
this work to ferve the cauſe of my clients at rhe 
i expence 
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expence of any other body of Men. The cauſe of 
the Sfi1ewRIGHTS is as diſtinct in itſelf from! 
as a Ship from a Houſe: and if government 
proper to attend to the reaſons they produce. — 
grant them a premium for their uſeful improvements, 
or enter into any contract with them for their Chips: 
I hope, nay am certain this cannot prejudice any o- 
ther branch. ; 
As to the right of any other Artificers in the docks 
yards, which, can l be of that importance to 
the Nation as the Sni WRIOH TS? It is very true, that 
* are uſeful in their places, but the firſt place be» 
ö longs to the SHiywRIGHTs. The natural ſtrength 
of this Nation is its Navy: the builders, or firſt 
| movers in our Navy are the SHIPWRIGHTS; the 
may be termed the PRIMUM MoB1Lx of our f 
tem, with far more truth than this term was anci- 
| eatly uſed by Aſtronomers. They ſet. the great 
wheels of commerce and war in motion, which move 
every ſubordinate power, and without which the 
pulſe of our civil polity would ſtand ſtill. By at- | 
— "1 to and cheriſhing the SHIPWRIGHTS 
therefore we nouriſh our very heart; which in re- 
turn for our care, drives life and health thro' ovary | 
part of the body politic. 
But their right for redreſs above others, appears 
in a ſtronger light, from the ſecond reaſon before ad- 
vanced, viz. the improvements made by them in 
their buſineſs. Here their right riſes to a claim; 
in this view their petition is changed into a de- 
mand. It is impoſſible for any other branch to 1 
have the the leaſt pretence to ſhare in this part of 16 
their tight. The improvements made by — are in | 
ſuch eſſential articles of their buſineſs that no other 
artificer ever did, or can, intermeddle with: the merit, 
s alorie due to them, Other Artificers haye hada 
. P | P alladio, 
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Paltadio, a Jones, 4nd a Vanbrugh, to think aiid 


plan for them, in the ificent buildings whicH 
ve adorned our but where is the great 
name that can deprive IPWRIGHTS of any 


part of the honor they claim, of planning, building, 


and decorating thoſe elegant and grand works 


Architecture, thoſe almoſt miracu!ous Machines; 
that convey an idea of the glory of Britain to the 
the remoteſt parts of the World! , 
Tis Britannia's voice that awes the world to peace. - 
It is true they have great names, as Artiſts; 
among them, who merit all the honors and emolu- 
ments which their Sovereign has confered on them. 
There are a 8—e and a Ws; great and worthy 

names among the SHIPwRIGHTS. But they are only 
a part of this reſpectable body of men: they ſerved 

a regular apprenticeſhip for a title to it; and roſe 
by the gradual ſteps of merit to the exalted Station in 
which now ſhine. 1 
The abilities and merit of theſe. gentlemen. 


therefore, and of many others that never recei 


one ſhilling as a Premium; together with that of 
nany ingenious workmen in + practical part of 
the buſineſs, muſt be conſidered in an aggregated 
view, as one common flock of ſterling worth be- 
longing to the whole body of SI WAI HTs. 

If then this underſtanding Nation will attend 
to the plea of theſe their faichful and ingenious 
ſervants with due attention, there will be found no 
force in this objection; but it muſt be allowed 
that altho, neceſſity diftreſſes all Artificers, yet the 


. ShrewaniGHts have more in their favour, viz. 


ee heard and diſtinguiſned from 
others, by a maritime, Powerful, and generous 


— x 
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But with reſpect to Soldiers and Sailors being 
introduced in this diſpute, I imagine it to be done 
for want of due reflection in the Objectors; ſor 
there is little or no parity in reaſoning from them 
to 'SHIPWRIGHTS. They are not Artificers; in 
general, have no Home, or Family; and live withy 
out thoſe ſocial relations, or connections, whie n arg 
ſo beneficial among the SHIPWRIGHTS. I da not 
mean to degrade them by this, but my deſign is 
to ſhew that theſe two yy uſeful, and (to our 
Enemies) tremendous Bodies of britiſh Subjects, are 
uſeful only as ſuch; I mean in general. Whereas 
the SHIPWKIGHTS are uſeful not only as Sy1p- 
WRIGHTS, but alſo as Houſe-keepets, Fathers, 
Maſters of Families, and worthy Parithioners; many 
of them alſo are very intelligent and uſeful Mem- 
bers of Society. They pay Taxes and Rates; They 
conſume the Commodities of their Country to the 
advantage of the Community, and to the ſupport 
of their Fellow-Creatures.. 

The Soldier and Sailor, as pr vate Men, may. be 
made very uſeful in a few months from their entry 
into the Navy or Army: (nay the SHIPWRIGHTS 
themſelves made no detpicable figure in the Field in 
the late war, . but ſhewed a docility and dexterity ĩn 
rheir exerciſe that gave much Satisfaction to man 
military gentlemen: and this alſo was obtained by 
no very frequent practice, for they ſtill carried on with 
ſpirit the work in the yards.) But the SnIPWRI GHTS 
as ſuch require ſeven years to arrive atany degree of 

rfection: Nor is there an inſtance, nor indeed 1s 
it poſſible, for a Soldier or Sailor to be of any uſe as 
a SHIPWRIGHT.-. Thus, alths' theſe. two famous 
bodies of Men, the britiſh Soldiers and Sailors, 
merit all the honor and encouragement that it is poſ- 
Ale for ſuch perſons to deſerve, yet they are fo circum- 

D Ranced 
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flanted as not to be ſo generally and ſo profitably ufeul 
both in war and peace, nor feel the pinching neceſlity 
the times ſo much as the SyH1P.,wRIGH7sS do: for 
as they, in general, are free from the incumbrance 
of a family, their wants he in a {mall compats; 
their neceſſities cannot be ſo great and conſequently 
they cannot merit the attention of the Nation on 
equal terms with the SHIP WRIGHTS. Ihe Soldier 
being provided with Clothes, Lodging and other 
ſmall Neceſſaries; having little to do, and being 
inured to live hard, his feelings are dot ſo quick, 
nor perhaps his appetite ſo keen, as the SiII r- 
WRIGHTsS, who daily labours hard: Beſides many 
of the Soldiers are Artificers, and if they have fami- 
lies, and feel themſelves in neceſſity, they generally 
have an opportunity to work and obtain a confidery 
able addition to their pay. 1 
The Sailor is ſtill better off, he is in no care 10 
E or lodgings, his clothes are trifling, and 
is waſhing of little expence; which. articles, to a 
SHIPWRIGHT eyen when fingle, will exceed 20l. 
a year, and his whole pay can amount to but bs 
10s. more whereas the Sailor is ſure of upwards 
1.4). clear money; ſo that the Sailor has in reality, more 
wages than any artificer in his Majeſty's yards; where- 
fore he has no reaſon, nor do any hear him comy 
lain, | EPR 
f From all which I think it is plain, that, if go- 
yernment will attend to the voice of reaſon and 
neceſſity, the SHIPWRIGHTS have a right to be 
attended to in the firſt place, by a relief of their 
neceſſiities. # * > | 
Thus 1 hope this firſt and grand obje tion is 
ſuſhciently refuted, wr” 2 
Another objeftion is made againſt. the Sy1Pps 
WRIGHTs from the third article of their Fee 
. , ; a 


3 


(19) 1 
afid-runs thus, If there is ſuch an advance of pay 
in private yards, and the SHIPWRIGHTS are 10 
much better off there, Low comes it to pals 


that fo many make intereſt to get into the King's 
x yard? = 2 2 f 


This objection will loſe all its force when the 
abilities and views of ſuch perſons as go from the 


Merchant's yards ints his ub are taken into 
a 


conſideration; and here it may fely be affirmed, 


that far the greateſt part of ſuch perſons are no work- | 


men, but enter into the Dock-yards to learn their 


| buſineſs, and then frequently leave them, or by their 
intereſt obtain indulgencies they have not merited. 
I. is very rarely ſeen, that a good hand leaves the 
Merchants for the King's ſervice, unleſs he has ſome 


ſiniſter views, from old Age or intereſt. But it is 
very common for the beft hands to leave his Majeſs 
ty's yards, and be eagerly caught at and retained 
by private Maſters, - ag 8 
Another objection is laid againſt the SHIP - 
WwR1GHTS from the many indulgencies to workmen 
in his Majeſty's yards, both with reſpect to lameneſs 
fickneſs, and bad weather; fo that they ſeldom 
loſe any: time, unleſs they will: which is ſaid to make 
their preſent wages nearly equal to the pay of private 
ards. | 

But this objection will alſo vaniſh if we only ſet a- 
gainſt it the prompt payment in private yards. 

Every SHLPWRIGHT in his Majeſty's yards that 
that takes up his money on uſury or by aſſignment 
(and it is almoſt impoſſible to avoid it) fuffers a lofs of 
at leaſt 408. a year, which is upwards of three weeks 
pay; but as a man muſt be peculiarly unfortunate, 
and the weather uncommonly bad, to loſe one four- 
teenth part of his time by rain, ſic kneſs or wounds; 
fol hope it appears evident that, were their pay - 

| * 
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, the workman in the private ſervice has ra- 


0 


275 the ballance, but how much more ſo when he 
has two thirds more wages than the SHIPWRLIGHT 


in the royal yards? 


But it has been further objected. * That altho 
* the pay of the SHtewRIGHTS originally might 


8. be ſufficient to bring up a family very comfortabl 


9 
« yet the preſent workmen are better off than the 
former, for it was uſual: to enter workmen on an 
Emergency only, and diſcharge them when done 
with, and on ſome occafions they were obliged to 
impreſs Men for the yards and diſmiſs them again 
when their work was done. But now as the SH1P< 


WRIGHTS are kept in conſtant pay, they ought 


—_ „ R 


.* to reſt well ſatisfied.” - 


_ To this it may be replied in the language of a ve- 
ry wiſe Man on another ＋ When I became 


da Man I put away childiſh Things.” Our Navy was 


then in its ey and the method of nurfing it was 


ſuitable to its weakneſs; to treat it in the ſame manner 


now in its maturity and perfect ſtate, would be as 
prepoſterous, as dangerous; and as contrary to the 
dictates of reaſon, as to the intereſt of the Nation, 
and the liberties of Engliſhmen. Theſe methods 
renewed; would ſerye the cauſe of our reſtleſs adver- 
ſaries moſt effectually. | 0 
Our Dock-yards would be filled with diſcontent : 
neglect, and confuſion. and our Navy be as con- 
temptable as it now is (by more mature councels) be- 
come formidable and terrible. 1 + b 
As it is therefore, abſolutely neceſſary to keep tho 
SHIPWRIGHTS in conſtant pay, it is as neceſſary 
that their pay ſhould be ſufficient to bring up a fami- 
ly; and then all the foregoing reaſons retain thei? 
| force. Let, then, all the obſolete methods 'of 


* treating the royal Navy and thoſe that build it, bs 


put 


ter) 


put away, and let the maturity and ſtrength of bꝙ ꝓ 


Fleets be ſupported by rational, free, and liberal 
appointments ; that at the ſame time as they declare 
the power, may alſo ſnew the wiſdom and muni- 
ficence of the Engliſh Nation: : * 
I will inſert but one objection mote viz. appoints 
ments at preſent are very many and great, taxes 
arę very heavy, it is a time of peace, means there- 
fore ſhould be contrived to pay of our national debt, 
and not to increaſe it. | ia | 
Very true; but when all the preceeding conſiders 
ations are duly weighed, I hope it will appear abs 
folutely neceſſary that every other department of 
our defence ſhould ſtoop to the. Navy: for it is ab- 
ſurd for a maritime Nation, to make its naval intereſt 
ſubmit to the military or any other. If the Navy 
requires greater grants, and it is improper to lay 
more burdens on the people then, is apparently e. 
quitable, other leſs neceſſary branches ſhould be cur- 
tailed, that ſtrength may be given to the natural and 
moſt proper defence of the Kingdom: Inftead of 
which we too much lament a contrary practice. 
It is too evident our Navy is injured by the parſi- 
mofiy- in the grants for its ſupport; altho' it is plain 
there are no lines, no ramparts, or batteries ſo 
much to be depended on, as our well man'd and 
appointed line of battle Ships. ; . 
- Having thus given every reaſon for an advance of 
the SHIPWRIGHTS pay, and replyed th the objections 
that may be made againſt them. ** It may now be 
inquired what will fatisfy them? and how ſuch an im- 
portant affair can be beft accompliſhed.” * 
And here I hope I ſhall not aſſume too much, 
when J attempt to ſpeak for ſo reſpectable a bo- 
dy, in ſuch a material point, I am the better ablo 
| | | 0 
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having- ſeen original letters from the deputies of the 


committees: of each Dock-yard on this very article. 


day as a bare days pay, and let dhem work extra as 
they do now in the ſummer ſeaſon, to keep the Na- 
vy la repair; and they on their part will chearfully 
give up their right to the chips. | 
Theſe are the conditions' for which the deputies 


nogniated with the late comptroller, and which he 
was well pleaſed with, and ſaid might be granted 


to theraz- and this, in 2 8 of being an 
expence to government, will be a ſaving, as will ap- 
pear I hope, on further conſideration. I 

The article of chips only has been for many years 
a ſtanding ſubject of ſcandal for the tongue of pre- 
ie, to the di of his Majeſty's Dock-yards; 
de voice of the ignorant, and frequently of thoſe 


' 


| gainſt the SHIPWRIGHTS in this reſpect, and 

| 1 condemned the whole, for the exceſſes of 2 
; very ew. ng BY 

That there has been exceſſes of this kind, and 

ones too, cannot be denied: and it is to be 


there are ſtill ſome: ſuch groſs humours in 


| this excellent body. | 
This was too evident from the reception of the a- 
bove propoſals: in one of the Dock-yards, where 
ſome, though not above five or fix, objected to 28, 6d, 
a day, and affirmed five pence was not enough for 
the chips, which declaration is certainly falſe, and 
may be-termed a confeſſion of their guilt, 
But the SHIPWRIGHTS in general are unani- 
| mous-to-accept it, as it certainly is more than the 


fudge of the ſeatiments'of thoſs' gentlemen, by 


who 'ſhould know. better, has been very ſevere a- 


- The fum of their requittions is, that the govern« | 
ment would be pleaſed to allow them 2s, 6d. a 


| chips are worth at preſent, altho formerly, when 


they 


| 


* 


1! 


| 


y % 


| chey did not convert fo nicely with the ſaw, the 
ae might be worth more. 


1 
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It is indiſputable, that the SuirwRIRT's chips 
are his property. It is alſo certain that ſome chips 
are very valuable, not as chips, but as the tim 
ber might beturned into ather uſes: which if it was 
done in the yards by depniving the workmen of t. 
would not be juſt, and indeed would be an unkind 
return for the ingenuity they have ſhewed in bring. 
ing theit art to its preſent perfection: and yet ĩt is bad 
ceconomy to ſuffer ſuch uſeful timber to be 


into the almoſt unprofitable dimenſion of chips. When 


it may be converted to nn valuable n 
lings and ſervices. 


T he propoſal . under conſideration provides a- 


gainſt this evil, by granting the workmen a pecuni- 
ary conſideration, and taking his chips in lieu: which. 
in many . caſes. will. far exceed that confideration, 
and thus turn the ballance in favour of the go- 
9955 and give ſatisfaction to the n 


This would be the caſe in a 8 


confined view; but if we enlarge our ideas, as it 
well becomes us on this 
united intereſt of the nation, the ballance will ſtill 


ſubject, and confider the 


more preponderate in favour of the ſtare, by a jarge 
ſaving of oak timber: which conſideration 
have material attention paid to it in all our contri- 


vances, for in vain are our Finances ſupphed and 


our Exchequer repleniſhed, if our oak timber (the 
finews of the Navy) fails us. | 
Another important conſideration follows on this 


{ſcheme viz. the abſolute and only effecrual -method- 


of. preventing embezzlcments of every kind, but 
eſpecially that infamous one of cutting up good tim+ 


vt into chips, which ſome few execreble characters 


wil 


1 
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| will practice in ſpite of the utmoſt vigilence of Of- 
| Kcers: here indeed, the advantage that will ariſe to 
government is unknown, but it certainly would be 
very.,contderable, becauſe a very few of this vile 
\ Ramp in a Dock- yard, may do a great deal of miſ- 
chief; and for the mean purpoſe of a bundle of chips, 
chat will at beſt make but a few trenails, may in- 

Jure à piece of timber to the amount of ſome 
But by what is now propoſed, this nefarious 
practice will be effectually prevented, '  _ | 
.- Thug the government will not only, be ſerved, by 
ks property being ſecured ; but theſe rotten parts of 
the Dock-yards will be made whole, and prevented 
from infecting the rifing generation.  * _ 
The honeſt and ſenſible part of * thoſe warkmen 
alſo will be eaſed of that load of reproach which by 
many perſons is indiſcriminately thrown on the 
whole body. | Fat: 93 1 0.66 
And as there are many Chips made. by SH1p- 
WRIGHTS that can be only conſidered as fuel, theſe 
alſo will have their uſe. at the boiling-kilns pitch- 
&c, where there is a vaſt conſumption of 
, faggots, flabs, old timber &c. the purchaſe 
ich articles, by this plan will be prevented 5 

or if tha emis property already, may be - 
to more profitable ſervices, or fold as. the dis 
rectors ſhall think proper. 2 1 | 
| And as to the expence of collecting the chips to 


N 


the places of conſumption, there will not be fo 

much time ſpent in this ſcheme, as there is in col 
| lecting broom, bavins, &c. to the ſame paces; 
and if the SHrewRIGHTs time in which he is fits 
ting and binding up his chips, be ſet againſt the 

time of the labourer that collects them, it will ap- 
Pear that the ballance is ſtill in favour of the 
| ; — 3 government, 
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government. Thus have I briefly ſtated this caſe, 

and truſt no reaſonable perſon can object to ſuch a 
fſalutary and beneficial ſcheme, both to the workmen 

and the ſervice. The chips of the SHIPWRIGHTS. 


are their right, and muſt not be valued at leſs than 
; threepence per Day; fo that the government will have 


all the advantages arifing from the improvement of 


timber that would have been cut into chips, and the 


abſolute ſecuyty of ĩis property from embezzlements, 


for two-pence per Day only. 

For the whole number of SnxewRIGHTS in his 
Majeſty's Dock-yards, including Officers and ſer- 
vants, is about 2046. The ſervants, I find, are in pro- 
portion as one to ſeven; and one year with another, 
cannot be allowed leſs than three-pence per Day, in 
their apprenticeſhip : Allowing therefore five-pence 


per Day to the Men, and three-pence to the Servants, - 


the whole annual expence will amount to about 
18,668 pounds: Fhree fiſths of this ſum viz. 11, 201 
pounds is the workmen's due for their chips; and for 


the remaining 7,467 pounds per annum the ſtate is 


ſerved in ah effential article, viz. the preſervation 
of Oak timber; the Artiſts and workmen are re- 


warded for their ingenuity, and relieved from their 


preſſing neceſſities, &c. every temptation to embez- 
ꝛzlement is remov'd ; the hated odium that has lain 
ſo long on his . Dock: yards will be thorough- 
ly wiped away; and every Officer relieved from the 
imputation of negle& of duty in this reſpect. _ 
bus noble, profitable, and falutary would this 
ſcheme prove to all parties; what then can prevent 


its being put into execution, hut a prejudice in fayour | 


of a falſe oeconomy? which it is hoped, for the Na- 

tions honor and intereſt, is now weakned ; and that 

the eyes of men are at laſt opened to their true ob- 

ject viz. the encouragement and 8 
* * ö t 


1 

; 
2 

| 

4 
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the Navy, the natural branch of our defence, 

Let me go one ſtep, further, By what I can learn, 
the number of SHLtPWRIGHTS is, to the number 
of other Artificers, Labourers &c. in his Me jeſty's 
Doek-yards, nearly as three to four. Sone of thaſe 
have a right to their chips: But ſuppoſing them in 
general, to have an addition of two-pence per Day 
to their Pay; this would amount to the annual ſum 
of "+ pounds, which, added to the SHIP-. 

WRIGHTS 7,467 pounds, makes an annual expence 
of 18,023 pounds: For which ſum the government 
HObdtains certain great emoluments; rewards its 

ingenious and faithful ſervants; and above all, relieves. 
the diſtreſſes of more than 7000 Men and their. 
families. | tf | 
Why thould any perſon object to this annual ex- 
pence Is it not for the intereſt of the Nation? Are 
our Laws to be as unalterable as the Mops and 
Pzrs1 ans? If the grants of the laſt Century are 
found inadequate to the neceſſities of this, wherefore 
are they not to be increaſed? The National appoict«. 
ments in former Reigns, with reſpect to the civil 

lit, will not anſwer the deman1s of the preſent 
Royal Houſehold, but confiderable additions are 
found neceſſary. | | 

At the reftoraticn (near the ſame time the Sy1y- 


WRIGHTS wages were ſettled) the Parliament, for 
t 12 honor of the King and Kingdom, ſettled on King 
harles tk&Yecond, the ſum of 200,0001. per ann. 
but we\find by ftatuts 1ſt. of GEO. III. cap. 1 
that his preſent Majeſty is allowed the ſum of. 
809,000 pounds, for the ſupport of the Houſehold, 
and the honor and dignity of the Crown, which may 
he lang, enſo y. X 
- This-ſymis four times greater than that granted 
75 to King Chail:s, even when his Parliament was 
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moſt liberal to him : It js plain, therefore, that the 
lower arrangements of this Day muſt alſo want an 
augmentation cc. : Go | 
The landed Men,Farmers &c. may indeed complain 
at ſuch diſburſments; but while their complaints are 
vented in the midſt of affluence and luxury, there 
is little cauſe to fear their being injured. Let them 
but reduce their Rents, and the price of their Com- 
modities to th ſtandard of laſt Century; Artificers 
will then be content with their preſent wages. Ia 
fine, notwithſtanding all their complaints, the ge- 
nerality of this Nation were never, more opulent or | 
luxurious, conſequently. never ſtood more in need of. 
a ſtrong and powerful Fleet to defend them; While 
they are ſtretched on the down of indolence and eaſe: 
Why then ſhould they be unwilling to pay thoſe who- 
contribute ſo materially to their ſafety * 9 
Experience teſtifies that our fine Nayy decays very 
faſt in our harbours; and unleſs they are well attend- | 
ed, by docking and repairing frequently, the teeth. | 
of Titne and of the worms will make greater havock. 
than the workmen can make good. Our navy is very: 
large, and it is impoſſible to ſupport it, in a reſpec- 
table ſtate, without great expenditures. Other grants? 
may be neceſſary, Cut none in compariſon with thoſe 
of the Navy. E eee ' 
Before I -conclude, I hope it will not be termed 
| impertinence to hint at another practice in the Dcck+ 
yards that is a diſadvantage to the SHIPWRIGHTS, | 
and to the ſervice in general: And this is allowing 
ſervants in the yards to the Carpenters of Ships in 
ordinary. This is a diſadvantage to the SH1P- 
' WRIGHTsS, becauſe they always ſupply the vacans \ 
cies that happen in the yards, by deaths &c. and 
thus leave no chance for a deſerving workman to. 
| have a ſervant in time of peace; conſequently he 
"OY can 
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can have no reward for his ingenuity and diligencè 
bb, he ever ſo worthy; which is very diſcouraging, 
and clips the wings of that laudable ambition which 
ſhould ever be cheriſhed in the royal Dock-yards. 

This practice is alſo hurtful to the ſervice, as it 
is a nurſery for idle and unſkilful members of this 
body; for theſe ſervants have no Maſters to work 
with, and inſtruct them, but are left to their own 
genius, which ſeldom leads them right. The work- 
men alſo looking on them as an impoſiticn on the 
bufineſs, pay no regard to them, Which makes them 
a very uſeleſs patt of this body. 5 

But if thoſe Carpenters who have a right to a ſer- 
vant in the yards, had inſtead of a ſervant, an ade- 
quate addition to their pay, I preſume they would be 
better fatisfied ; merit might be incouraged ; and 
the ſervice. be ſupplyed with better workmen; for 
then. deſerving Men getting ſervants, as vacancies 
happen in the yards; they would take their own or 
other workmen's ſons, and having them ever under 
their inſpection, they would prcduce, in a few 
years, a number of valuable ſervants to the govern- 
ment, and members of. ſociety. 8 

One word to the SHIPWIAICHTs in general, and 
I have done. It lies on you, gentlemen, to per- 
ſevere as workmen, in diligence and reſpect to your. 
Officers; avoiding every thing that may. bring an 


imputation on your moſt excellent Art, and moſt- 


IMPORTANT BRANeEH of DEFEE N CEF. 
You, by petitioning, have täken a method that 
bids fair for ſucceſs: Wait with patience, and con- 
fidence in your ſupetiors, and all be well. The 
riots and ſtandings out (as they afe termed) of your 
predeceff.rs ought to be remembered by you with, 
thame and abhorence. They were unworthy ratio-. 
hal beings, and contrary to your priviledges as- 
Englithmen 
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Englichmen. They did, indeed, ſometimes preval 5 
on their ſuperiors, but at the ſame time grant 
ed their demands, they deſpiſed their unde kay 
and determined to take every method in their power: 
to ſhew their contempt, and puniſh ſuch diſobedi- 
ence: Accordingly at the concluſion of the: wars, al. \ 
ter ſuch illegal proceedings, multitudes were diſ- 
charged from the Dock-yards,-to the diſtreſs of ma 
— families; and ſometimes their reſentment fell on 
grey hairs. Theſe were the fruits of ſtandings out 
thus provoking ſuperiors: And it will ever be a 
| wat in Dock- yards, as well as in other things, that it 
is hard to kick againſt the pricks; 
It is in vain to contend with thoſe that have fo 
many ways to avenge themſelves. ; 
But your peaceaBle, datiful, and alert behaviour 
laſt war, has been rewarded with great indulgen-' 
sies at the end of it; for the reduction of the yards 
was done with the compaſſion of Fathers, rather than 
with the authority of ſuperiors. | 
None but indifferent hands were diſchaiged, and 
but few of them, when compared with formet re- 
ductions: And to the laſting honor of yout ſuperiots; - 
they diſcharged no old Men: But on the contraty; a 
plan was concerted, and to the immortal Fame of 
our Sovereign, of its noble patfon, and all yout honor- 
able ſuperiors, was carried into exceution viz. to 
admit SH1PWR1GHTS andCaulkers to ſuperannuati 
ori together with their Quartermen; | 
The fruit of this benevolentſcheme is now en- 
Pyed by many old Men worn out in the ſervice: 
This indulgence ſhould ſtrike the tongue of riot 
dumb for ever, and fie your whole body with as 
_ grateful ſenſe of this obligation to your gracious 
Sovereign, and all your ſuperiors. And there is no 
2 but by a fleady and patient perſeverance 
in 
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In your affairs, as the pn ene. pe were Sour 
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a 1 the method you bave taken, in your, duty d iy arvorks 
men, and in confidence on the wiſdor and good- 


neſs of your ſuperiors, _ will your reaſon- 


able — which will not only drive the gloom 
from-your countenances, fupply the wants of your 


les, and ſpur you on to exert yourſelves in a 
fateful return; but will reflect never fading 
its Patrons, and mark the time of their pre 


pou * body. 


